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Press release

Date: 26/11/2019

PHROC Condemns the Death of Palestinian Sick Prisoner Sami Abu Diyak

Today on 26 November 2019, Palestinian prisoner Sami Abu Diyak died in al-Ramleh
Prison Clinic.

Abu Diyak was arrested on 17 July 2002, two of his friends were killed during his arrest
and another injured. After his arrest, he went through intensive interrogation at the Jalameh
interrogation center where he was subjected to various types of physical and psychological
torture. During the interrogation period, he was transferred to the hospital three times as a
result of the torture and after each time the Israeli occupation forces brought Sami Abu
Diyak directly from the hospital to the interrogation rooms once again. After 75 days of
this intensive interrogation and torture, the military occupation court sentenced Sami Abu
Diyak to three life sentences and 30 years in prison. He has served 17 years, many of them
being transferred in and between prisons, clinics, and hospitals.

In 2015, Sami Abu Deyak was in Rimon Prison when he began suffering from abdominal
pain. The prison clinic gave him painkillers without properly diagnosing him, and two
weeks later Sami lost consciousness and was transferred to Soroka hospital. In the hospital,
he had a surgery to remove his appendix. Two days after the operation, and within 48 hours,
Sami was transferred five times between Ramlah prison clinic and Soroka hospital without
being diagnosed while suffering from constant pain. He was transferred to Assaf Harofeh
Hospital for the sixth time. When he entered the hospital, they performed an operation and
removed 30 cm of his intestines and diagnosed him with cancer. While in Assaf Harofeh
Hospital, he underwent four operations and stayed for four months. His critical medical
condition was exacerbated by the wrong diagnosis and appendectomy he was given at
Soroka Hospital, and he went into a coma for 34 days. Sami was transferred to Ramlah
Prison Clinic where he began chemotherapy and continued treatment for 8 months. After
these 8 months, he was transferred back to Rimon Prison. In 2017, Sami began to feel pain
again and was taken back to Ramlah Prison Clinic. After some tests, it was found that there
was a cancerous mass in his stomach. In the past two weeks, Sami was transferred once to
Assaf Harofeh and then transferred back to al-Ramlah Prison Clinic which lacks the
adequate standards of health care.
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With Abu Diyak’s death, the number of prisoners who died in prison is (222) prisoners
since 1967 including 67 prisoners who died because of medical negligence. Five out of
those prisoners died in 2019; Faris Baroud (51 years old) who spent 28 year in prison
including 17 years in isolation and he died because of medical negligence; Nassar Tagatga
who died due to torture and the difficult circumstances he suffered from during
interrogations; Omar Younis who died due to targeting him with live ammunition during
his arrest; Bassam al-Sayeh and Sami Abu Diyak who died because of medical negligence.

With Sami’s death, the number of withheld bodies of Palestinian prisoners becomes five
out of 51 Palestinian bodies since 2015. Those five prisoners have died inside Israeli
prisons Aziz Ewisat, Faris Baroud, Nassar Tagatga, Bassam al-Sayeh and today Sami Abu
Diyak. On 8 September 2019, the lIsraeli High Court approved the Israeli policy of
withholding Palestinian bodies, despite the decision this policy have a long history in the
occupied Palestinian territory.*

The number of sick prisoners is around 700 and they suffer from different illnesses.
Documentation by Palestinian prisoners’ organizations shows that there are around 26
female prisoners who suffer sickness and around 160 male prisoner who requires constant
medical care. Several of those prisoners had their medical files closed under the pretext
that there are no treatments from their medical situations.

Medical negligence has become a systematic Israeli policy used against Palestinian
prisoners which should force international bodies including the ICRC and WHO to
pressure towards holding the Israeli occupying authorities accountable to their crimes.

END

1 For further information, http://www.alhag.org/advocacy/15175.html
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