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This booklet is dedicated to the girl
from Rafah, Arwa Dheer, who was
one of the brightest participants in
the project and was very active in
working on documenting child
rights, and who was killed when her
house was bombarded. Candles
will be let for Arwa.
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Introduction

This booklet is the fruit of a project between Al Mezan Center for Human Rights and Save the children in 2014.
Al Mezan worked with a group of children in Gaza to infroduce human rights to them and support their active
participation in their protection. Children were educated on what human rights and child rights are, and on
how to monitor rights violations within their communities and schools. During the year, 130 children were
invited to trainings, meetings and assessments so they can take an active part in monitoring human rights
violations.

In July 2014, the Israeli occupation forces (IOF) launched a wide-scale military operation on the Gaza strip.
For 51 days, these children, and Gaza children generally, lived through horrors as their homes and
neighborhoods were bombarded or invaded. They had to witness their parents, siblings or neighbors;
including other children, as they were killed or hurt in IOF aftacks. Tens of thousands of children faced forcible
displacement, too. Al Mezan decided to work with these children in order to give them a chance to say their
stories in a setting where they interacted with psychotherapists to help them deal with the traumas of the war.
This booklet is the product of this work.

The booklet introduces a series of children experiences in which they tell how they experienced the war. The
children were invited to fun days in a protected environment in Gaza. They had sessions in which they spoke
about their stories and traumas during the |OF attacks, in which 556 children were killed over the 51-day
offensive during which the IOF launched air, ground and naval attacks. The booklet also presents a selection of
the drawings by children, which reflect the state they are going through from their suffering to hopes and
ambitions, and photos from the psychosocial support sessions.
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brother Ezat, 23, her two sisters in law Wafa and Yasmin and her daughter Tasneem.

"Absurdly, it is as if God granted my sisters in law their wishes. Arwa's family were all
killed, but Mohammed was saved as his mother wishes. Omar's family were all killed,
as his wife preferred," said Hameeda.

| lost them all. Arwa was my sweetheart whose smile was the first o see and he open
arms the first to receive me when | visited . she was funny, good mannered and very
ambitious. She was telling me she wanted to defend people's rights when she grows
up. She led her school's students' parliament and always pushed her parents to give to
the poor. And she loved to paint. | really wish a painting would be saved from the
house. "Arwa is dead; and so her paintings, wishes and family... all gone but the sweet
memories," Hameeda added.




Arwa Dheer is 16 years old. She lived in Msabeh
neighborhood in Rafah town, south of the Gaza
Strip. She was a distinguished member of the
monitoring group created by Al Mezan, which was
trained to document violations against children in
her community. Just before the war started, Arwa
had started to know the arficles of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child by heart; so enthusiastic
about child rights and wanting to play a good role in
life. An IOF warplane bombarded Arwa's house
when her family was inside it, killing 19 persons;
including Arwa and her entire family. Only her
brother, Ahmed, 11, survived. Her aunt, Hameeda,
42, told Al Mezan about Arwa's life, dreams, and
death.

Homeeda tells that Arwa and her family had left
their house several times in the weeks before the
attack because the |IOF attacked their
neighborhood intensively. They returned to their
house on the first day of the Eid Al Fitr and the big
family were back together in the same house for the
first time in many weeks. Hameeda's sister also
came from Khan Younis. The family did their best to
spend some Eid times around the grandmother. The
Eid is about family after all, she said. The family
spoke about one thing: the war. Jamalat, Arwa's
mother said she hoped that the IOF would not attack
the house when everyone is there; someone must
survive to keep the family alive, she said; as if she
feared the worst would happen. Reem, Hameeda's

sister-in-law, disagreed and said she preferred
either everyone lived or died together. The
grandmother prayed that everyone were saved.
Hameeda and her sister left to their homes around
5pm. Her brother, Mutaz, also left to see his fiancé.
Ahmed, Arwa's brother, asked permission to go to
his aunt's house and spend the night, and was
allowed to.

Hameeda said that around 4:30am on Wednesday
30 July 2014, he brother-inlaw called her husband
on his mobile phone. Her husband was whispering
and she could not get what he said. After the call, he
approached he and started to console her. He said
one of her brothers was killed and kept the rest from
her for that moment. Hameeda said she felt her
heart jumped out of her chest and she cried and
asked to go to her family's house. They moved at
6am and when they arrived she saw the house was
just a pile of rubble and wreckage. "l could not feel
myself; just threw myself on the rubble and started to
remove it away and call for my family members.
They were all gone, 19 of them, nine children, killed
and | do not know why. They left me with so much
pain.”

Hameeda listed he family members whom she lost in
this attack: her mother Turkiyya, 75, brother
Mahmoud, 47, and his wife Jamalat and their three
girls Ola, Shorouq and Arwa and their boys
Salama and Mchammed; her brother Omar, 38,
and his wife Reem and their children Marig,
Ghaidaa', Hamada, Yamen, and Mu'men; her
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Reda's uncle found her on the staircase and carried her out to an
ambulance. She waos bleeding from her feat and hands and was
taken to hospital. She received freatment far light injuries to her feel
and hands. "When | asked about my mother and siblings, no answers
were given," sha said. "Il was until | saw my sister Warda, whe was
olse lightly injured, thot | saw someone, and | thanked God she was
alright. | had the impression that everyane's injuries were not serious
and that my family will live; however, | was shocked when my father
came lo see me and told me my mother, grandmether, my uncle's
wife, and her two daughters were all killed.”

Redao added that she cried and shivered a lot. She asked her father to
let her see them to have a chonce to say goodbye; however, the
father insisted that it was not possible. "He said there were no bodies
to see; everyone were shredded 1o pieces," she said. Later, Reda
knew that her four sisters were put in .a small plastic bag, as their
bodies were shredded to small pieces. The family cauld net
recognize any of the bodies and had lo bury everyone in one grave.

"My mothar was my friend. | still hear her voice and feel she speaksto
me all the time. | now fee | grew up double my age: | am the eldes
daughter now. My father is a simple man. He haos difficulties with
speaking, so | am in charge of the household and of caring far my
young siblings; especially my sister Arwa who is only 1.5 years old. |
have lost eight kilograms already. | cannot eat and feel | do not want
to de anything but stay silent and imogine my mother and these | last
They ore all alive in me and | imagine they ore back and we're
making pizza ond eat it together. There's nothing like the pizza my
molher used to make." She said the last sentence loudly.

Woarda, Reda's sister, said she wished her mather and sisters would
come back. She wanted ta play with the soap and water her mother
used to make so she could slip over the ground

Khader kept sitent all the time...
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Reda Al Qassa is 15. She and her two sisters, Warda, 10, and Islam,
13, and their brother Jhader, 12, parficipated in the sessions. Reda
was the only child 1o refuse to draw anything, yel she was the mos!

eloquent when she spoke aboutwhat had hoppened with her and he
family an 19 July 2014

She lost her mother, Semayya, 32, her sisters Yasmeen, 9, lsraa, 11,
Arwa, 6, dnd Summer, 3. She also lost her grandmother, Fayzam 68,
and ounl, Alyas, 35, and twe cousins, Lamig, 15, amd Nesma, 17,
Reda said she lived in a small, simple house with two reaoms. The
house is poar and is roofed with lin, and is located an the top Hoor of
the house of the family's house. Around 4pm on 21 July 2014, her
maternal grandmother, uncle's wite and their children came to
Reda's house fo stay with them becouse they had to flee their house.
They feared an Israeli ground invasion into their neighborhood, the
Al Zaiteun neighborhood in the east of Gaza City. It was the fasting
month of Remadan. Reda and her cousins had plenty of time fo play.
Her mother and uncle's wife had alse time to moke food for the
evening Ramadan breakfest (ittar) on that day.

Soon after the visilers arrived, there was a loud sound of an
explosion. Reda went to see what happened and saw a calumn of
smoke coming out of the Dawoud Tower; an apdatiment building near
her house. She then heard a second explosion. "This fime | was
surprised because | saw thick smoke covering our rool,", she said
"and | did not understand what had hoppened. | starled screaming
and ran lowards the stairs. | saw a fire. | dripped down from a bady
that was laid on the ground, but | did not knew if it were my mother or
one of my brothers. | was shivering, sereaming and erying.”
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The killing of four children from the Bakr family on
Gaza city's beach is one of the most covered crimes
during lsrael's military operation on the Gaza Strip
in the summer of 2014. Eight of the family's children
wen! to the beach; near which they live, to play
football: Sayid, Mohammed, lsmail, Ahed,
Zakariya, Mu'tasem, Hamada, and Younis. They
always ployed loud, and headed to the beach to
avoid annoying their neighbors with their playing.
The Israeli navy fired missiles af them, killing four and
injuring two of them and others.

At oround 3:30pm on 16 July 2014, Israeli
gunboats fired three missiles at the children as they
were playing on the beach near the fishermen's
haven in Gaza City. The missile attack killed Ahed
Bakr, 10, Zakariya Bakr, 10, Mohammed Bakr, 11,
and Ismail Bakr, 10, Another five persons were

injured; including two of the children: Mu'atsem
Bakr, 10 and Hamada Bakr 11.

During the psychosocial support sessions, Hamada
made a drawing of his friends and how he saw them
gelfing killed in the explosions. He drew their heads
incomparably bigger and painted the sea in red.
Hamada's friends are still occupying much of his
thoughts and he thinks of the beach as a lethal
place.

"It was early in the ofterncon and we wanted 1o
play," Hamada said. "We played a bit in the street

near our house, but neighbors were annoyed, so we
headed ta the beach where we would not annoy
anyone. We started playing football. We mel
foreign reporters who played a bit with us near the
Al Deera Hotel. We spoke with them and thay
photegraphed us, and we resumed our play.”

Hamada described how he experienced the aftack.
"We divided ourselves on two teams and started
playing. After half time, my cousin Ismail kicked the
ball strongly and it went near the container, so he
and Mu'tasem walked to bring it. At that point we
heard a very loud explosion and | saw smoke rising
fram the spot where they were. lsmail and Mu'tasem
started to run away from where they were. We then
heard another explosion; a second and a third. | felf
| flew in the air and landed. Some of the guys ran
away and we reached the Deera Hotel covered with
blood. The reporters at the hatel helped us. Medies
and doctors came to the hotel and started fo treat
our wounds. | felt | was unable fo breathe. They
carried us to hospital. On the hospital bed, | looked
around and saw my brother Mohammed.

The doctor asked me if | knew him and | said yes.
Mohammed was dead. The doctar asked me to go
home and inform my family. When | arrived home, |
was shivering, but | told my father Mohammed was
killed. He said Calm downl "Why would the Israelis
targe! your brother; is he a fighter?' | swore lo my
father that | sow Mohammed dead and he was at



the hospital. We then went to the hospital with
other relatives, We were informed it was nat jus!
Mohammed, but four of ours; also my cousins
Zakariya, Ahed and lsmail." The children were
then quickly buried, as it was the case during the
war.

Mu'tasem also spoke aboul his experience. He
had strong feelings of guilt because it was his
suggestion that they go to play on the beach. |
wish | hever suggested we go there," he said. My
brothers Zaakariya and Ahed are now dead,
and se is my cousins lsmail and Mohammed, We
were bombarded suddenly; we were jusl playing
football and nothing was wrong on the beach. |
don't know what we did wrong,' he added.

Younis refused to speak about his experience. He
still refuses to goto the beach







"

-
-

Ulg
lacs

[}

n disp

an |




"Guwoll pramillg gbac

loe fiandy s (bgils Su dBlale 6 Sy 838 Jladi e gane Jlalal S5l 3a Lale \ 0 pasnll o gl Lals i La<l liae
andl sy e adlSg asa 2iaa

Juls sae W) a5y algiaiasll e laga Lgljlio myilé LiTalaia & o0lall o iS58 pllad e Glgaslliss Losic : Jody
b 5 laa Y] Sigeo Tl S Y THY - delaadl g aie g el plain) olaf Jof 8 5Slg ilile agiaun (o 23iksdl e
@.;mw b liseliil, yos ¥l iliall E\._LJg:lJl adalll le Jlasdl ilug IJ.._.s md.c.;.u! adal i alg Lidlaia
il (raag @it Ba—auiingag pasli Jodall osudal Y agil al IollS gifl g Adlaisll 8 2Milall a 843 (1ag
JMsy

egallly Jilinll o leaa 2o all - Z¥Lias¥l J3A o - Adbniall 3lSig ol 5383 11+ dcladlagan éatias Jasly
Ml 1Slg figall allSel mili il lag md lial HoSiw Mimi;mf:.}umzsy E.‘lLﬂlL:,jid.L.iJihlv_.i'a.UuSJ.n Al
senl S Y ) auaadh st sal Lgiea (38 sall (pa o gdll 831380 e amll SilnBug (Ball W liliagga  wadllmailis i
5 poll 2l (i Lin 3ig s suaS s dlassall a1 b Suadll yolul 3Sg Liljlia Ll Lasg luall Lia [riea L atils
whendlllgin A ¥ Ballall i s23g @l @l Ll a-dit sl 3Slg (igils ci ot i I3 yall 0am (Sl duslil
350 Alaagallli ) paunls fus jlill dlaiSe lgisngs 2" Al ¥l Geila Su dus yaa ligagis ol Galiaa
e aae el fus ol iall Jis aud elill ggun sha Lislal (1S @l (1Kg salilly Limyf ai€e 1S g3 S il ol il
L Lo sLabod gila fua sl S jhaas yinnig Lt i Gl ST Salg Ll 2y 58 plisall s AN 38 Gan sl
& 3 oLl JS S (B slall bg pas i V0 lE LeliuS ) 8uS @lel¥ (Sl aldia wiad e (iTaISILE s
5 e gl Al LIS Ty a1 IS s spmyil 05
Cotla  aS sag a8 e D Guplall, Lualoid 5l aall (ua Ll (o —aall LS (um sl Ll 233 Y1 JYag 3 salloian
Lidlis s yan Al alaa¥l Lo Lt Alg Ul Luanig jldl 6 LislSe e

b cuile abian halgg 5 als e alililen paai s ailSy @l¥ls oyl Sledle agag e g duli plise s g
- agill s - sloatu M Als -pgall- agall " Lgud Lic yasd slis 2uitS A yasll

Gailal @gill gabaiul @l lanazs S Hlgasll gt 5311 o Olefad Siud ) o Bgesd yiSY Lo yuiel il saliiall ag
e Ly (o s @y cumBll cuns Sl g L1 dlisg o iulliie



Adnan in displacement

Adnan Al Katarneh is 15 years old from Beit Honoun fown in the north of the Gaza Strip. He smartly speaks
about his experiences in his tawn. When Israel launched its military attacks on Gaza in July 2014, many of
Adnan's neighbors left their homes, afraid from bombing that hurt them as in previous military operations. Only
few families stayed behind; including his family.

On the first day of the Israeli ground invasion inte Gaza, which started on 17 July 2014, the Israeli army
bombarded the neighborhood intensively, with continuous airstrikes and artillery shelling. Adnan said, "We
could not bear it, and around 12:30am my father started calling the International Committee of the Red Cross
ta arrange an evacualion for us and other families in the neighborhood. However, the ICRC said they could not
reach us becouse there was no coordination with the Israeli military.”

He added that "Aboul an hour later, the families in the area contacled each other and decided to leave their
houses and take shelter in the Women's Aclivities Center, which is a building that belongs to the UNRWA,
hoping it would provide safe shelter for them. They left under the bombing and when people reached it, many
shells exploded nearit. Everyone realized that there is no safe place," he said. People stayed in the Center until
the morning and then returned to their homes, yet the bombing around them intensified. "For the second fime,
we left our house and went to the Beit Hanoun hospital. But they bombed the hospital and its upper floor was.
targeted, so we had to leave. We weni to the Beit Hanoun Primary School 'C'. It was full of displaced people
and there was no space for us. So, we returned o the Women's Activities Center. It was also full of people, but
we had to stay there until the marning. Many people were injured trying to evacuate their homes or move from
one sheller to another,” Adnan said.

In the morning, Adnan's older brother decided to go to their house and bring their small car to drive the family
out of the town. "Our car is small, but we managed to get 15 personsin if; | really don't know how; said Adnan.
"On the road, there were so many people escaping the town. In @ way, | thought it might have resembled
Palestinians' Nakba in 1948, which we always heard about from our elderly. We so many old people and
invited a couple of them fo get in the car and walked with ather people. | walked with my brother until we
reached a UN schoolin Jabalia," he said with a pause.

Adnan described how it was at the schoal, with so many people in classrooms and fear, hunger, and lack of
baths and sleep. He also described how he saw his cousin’s dead body following an Israeli attock during the
military operation. He still has painful experiences of walking out of the house at night under continuous
bombing without anyone helping him and his family. '
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Mohammed Jouda, 14, used fo live in the Italian Center; a shopping
mall and apartment building on the Nasser Street in Gaza City. This
Center was bombarded by the Israeli occupation forces in the last
days of the Israeli military operation in August 2014.

Mohammed spoke about his experiences during Al Mezan's
sessions. He said he always wanted to play, learn, and live in peace.
But he also feared gefting killed by a bullet or a shell. He recalled the
experience he went through with his family when their building was
bembarded by Israeli warplanes. "My younger siblings and | woke
up to the voice of my mothet screaming. She and my father were
trying to wake us up quickly. They said we're leaving the house
immediately. | was so confused and scared. When we left our
apartment, | saw all the residents of the building rushing down. | had
noidea what was going on. It was war," he said.

Mohammed continved to say "When we left the building | asked my
mother why we were running away. She said 'they're going to bomb
our building', and we ran faster." Mchammed recalled how he felt
stunned and was wondering "Why would they bomb our building?
What will happen to our home? What did we do; we lived in quiet
and what will come with my roem, tays, dreams and memaories if they
destroy the building?" he then recalled how he stood in his pajomas
on the street watching the building being bombarded with missile
time after another turning itto wreckage.

Mohammed's father found another apartment to rent, and the family
have been living there since. Mohammed feels alienated living away
from where he was born and grew up.
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Like my dad

Ahmad Qaraman, 14, lives in the refuges camp of
Al Nuseiral inthe Middle-Gaza district, He isgifted
with o beautiful veice and poetic ahilities. One of
his teachers, Mr. Fareed Ahmed, used to help him
with paetry and signihg. Ahmed seemed
particularly sad during the sessions; semething the
group was not used fo.

Ahmied said "During thiswar | did net lese any et my
family members, and | am grateful for that. But | lost
a parson whom | used 1o consider like a lather o
me; my teacher Mr. Freed Ahmed, whe was always
supporlive o me in developing my hobbies and
abilities:

He waskilled in his hovse: When | heard the news
ahout him, | was shocked and | was unable o
spaak, | alsowas unobleto cry. | wish | could ery

He has been'in my thoughts. | imagline him teaching
me and my classmates and hew gooad and kid he
was with us. He was arele madel forme. | cannot
understand why he was killed like that”,
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Mahmoud Abu Harbeed is 15 years ald. He is from Beit Hanoun town in the nerth el the Gaza Strip. His father
is an Imam ot the local mosque. He was constantly worried for his father during the [sraeli military operation, os
many masques were bombarded by the Israeli military. He was particularly scared when an lsraeli attack
targeted a house next to the mosque and near his house. After this attack, Makmoud's family left their house.
They moved in with relatives.

Mahmoud has sharp memoaories of the attack on his neighbors; the Abu Mustafa family. His family moved to the
house of his grandfather. Mahmoud has a big family; fifleen persons; including eight children, as his married
brathers and sisters were staying with them at that fime. When they moved into the grandtather's house, there
were about 70 persons in it; including families of uncles and aurits' of Mahmoud. His father decided that they
do not stay and go to the house of Mahmoud cousin's house. They stayed there for six days, during which the
father looked for an apartment to rent. He managed to find a place and they have been staying there since, as
their house was severely damaged in an lsraeli attack.

Once the family started to settle in the new place, news broke that Mahmoud's maternal uncle was killed in an
Israeli attack. Mahmoud recalls that bilter time saying "My brother went to the haspilal to inquire abou! the
news that my uncle Subaib, 23, was killed. But he was surprised to know that my other uncle, Mu'men, 19, was
killed, too. He had to tell my mother and she passed out when she knew her two brothers were dead. | was so
sad they were killed. My uncle Mu'men was nol much older than me and | adored him."

Mahmoud olso remembers the scene of his house when they returned fo it alter the military attacks stopped. He
said "the yard was total destroyed. All the frees were destroyed; including my peach tree. | was happy lo see
that the lemon tree survived, many branches were broken, bul it lived and prospered later, which gave me
hope." Mahmoud also lamented that he was unable to see his uncle Mu'men for the last time. "l just wish | could
see him one last time before he was buried. | really could not becayse the situalion was so bad and they were

bwed qujckly. | wish them peace.” b ) ¥ ¥y
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Palestine is the life

15-year-old Wul’mn.*.A'bu Odaa' was asked to moke a drawing aboul how she felt. She put a house surrounded
by trees with birds flying over it. She called the drawing "Palestine is the life". She said that despite all the
bombing and destruction, she loves life and wantsit to became narmal and better,

Walao' spoke about how she lived through the military attacks for over seven weeks. "We stayed in all the time,
leaving our house only when the bombing became very intense and two of our neighbors; the Nuseir family,
were killed," she said. "We were very scored because they were killed inside their house, which is next 1o our
house. When the house of Adnan Al Kaforneh was hil with a shell, we started 1o be even more worried. In the
morning, we left our house and went lo a schoolin the wes! of Beit Hanown " Walaa explained how her family
stayed in the school for about one hour; yet the bombing around the school increased and they felt unsafe. The
family left the school and headed to labolia refugee camp. The way to Jobalia was scary as the bombing
occurred everywhere. She added thal "When we reached the schoal in Jabalia, we found it very crowded with
displaced people. We could not use the toilets and there was no water. There was no place 1o sit down." She
then explains how her father contacted a friend of his wha took them in in his house. They joined three dozens
of people inthe house. Bul"ll was befter than the school and we did net have much choice," she explained,

When Walaa' spoke about her memories, she used the word “terrifying' quite frequently. "One of the mos
ferrifying scenes which | cannof forget is the scene of the Al Sheja'iya massacre, when | sow the bodies of
people laid on the streets with blaod and body parts all around. It was alse terrifying 1o see my cousin, Rasha,
whe was pregnant and suddenly wos unable to breothe during the continuous attacks. She had to go to
hospital and gave birth to a baby girl prematurely. Her health deteriorated quickly, and she died and left her
baby inthe care of her sister," she said bittetly.

Woafaa finished her talk by wandering why all this happened and why there was such international silence
when human beings who deserve dignity were being killed.
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Yousef went t¢ ven

Darweesh Abu Sefta is 12 years old, He lost 10kg of his weight during the 51.day |sraeli military operation on
Gazain the summerof 2014. During the sessions Al Mezan held fer children offected by the conllicl, he locked
pale and cried several times as he spoke about his experiences.

He described how he saw his friend Yousef for the last fime. Darweesh was walking with his fathet as they went
tovisit his auntin Khan Younis city. Yousef was sitting on o motoreyele behind his father. Say said hello to each
other and went separate ways. A few minutes later, a very loud explosion was heard and Darweesh saw a
smoke pole. He walked towards it with hisfather, only to be shocked at the sight of Yausef laid on the ground in
his blood and his father wounded seriously and bleeding. "l can't describe this scene," he said. "My friend was
shredded to pleces. | almost fointed. There were so many arms and legs everywhere on the street, | was
stunned and unable to move or do anything. | could only think of Yousef's smile and hello as he passed by me
minutes before he was killed."

Darweesh alsa described how an ambulance came to the scene and started to callect the body partsin a bad. |
"Yousef has been in heaven; | know il," he said. Yousel was a classmate, close frend and neighbor to
Darweesh. They were always together at school and played in the neighberhood. Even during the attacks,
they spent all the time during the temparary truces together. "l cannat sleep or eat," he added. "My family are
frying to support me, but| am unable lo forge! my friend. | amwriting letters to him, and | know he will read them
somehow. Thot he is gone caused me a lot of pain. My heart aches, my head aches, and my feet ache. Itis hard
to breathe."

Darweesh's mother advised him to pray for his friend. He started to so that, but ke still misses him very much. "l
cannolunderstand whal Yousel did to diz like this2" he asked.
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Steadfast despite the siege
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Steadfast despite the siege

Mohammed Al Kafarneh went through tough experiences like other survivors in Beit Honoun town, North
Gaza district, This town was heavily bombarded by the [sraeli army during the military eperation in the summer
of 2014; especiolly since after the start of the ground invasion on 17 July.

Like other children, Mohammed was asked to make a drawing about how he felt. He did sa and said "despite
the siege, we are holding on." He spoke about his wishes for the future and veiced & high degree of awareness
of the situation in Gaza. "My number one wish is o see on end to the internal Palestinian split," he said, odding
that "this splitis the main reason why we are having to live like this Yet, scon enough, the child was caught by
the bifter memaries and fraumas of the conflict.

"My aunt and her family escaped from their house to our house thinking it was safer," said Mahmoud. "But the
Israeli warplanes bombarded the house opposite to us with sevaral missiles. There was no communication
means availoble after the bombing. Mobody could come and help us. The water and pewer were cut. It was o
very dark night for us." He recalls that day, which was in the fasting menth of Romadan saying "the bombing
intensified around the time of iftar [the sunset fasting braak meal], and was worse as it gol dark. We cauld nof
bear the situation and my parents decided that we must evacuate when it is possible despite the danger of
leaving the house. | went to my room and carried my mobile phone and o document with the Cenvention on the
Rights of the Child with me, which we had been trained on. | om not sure, but maybe it occurred to me that this
document may protect me in case we run into lsraeli soldiers.”

Mot of Mahammad's neighbors left their homes that night. Feaple tosk shelter in a building that [lies the UN
flag - the Women's Activities Center (WAC). TThe moment we leftour house and welked towards the WAC, the
house of Abu Jarad family was bombarded, | saw a child from this family being burned and melting. They put
him in & bag, butit was oper. | was se conlused and scared, and feltlike falling. | woke up to find myself af the
WAC. My family told me | passed out and they carried me to the building. It felt like we're squeezed in a small
store; there were so many peaple in the place as the sounds of explosiens continued. | thought that we would
die starving if we escape the bombing in this place. Time was passing very slewly,, " Mahammed elaborated.

In the marning, the family decided to leave the WAC and go to.a UN school turned shelter in jabalia refugee
camp. They walked out of Beit Hanoun and made it fo the schaol; however, the school was too crowded and
did not have sutficient toilats ar water. "It was like a new phase af misery had just started far us. We could nof
sleep, rest, bathe or eat. [twas o very difficult time," Mohammed added. The fomily spent several weeks in this
shelter until the Israeli attocks stopped on 26 August. When they returned to their house, it was severely
damaged frem the bombing. Mehammed said "We will fix our house and live in our home; we are nol
leaving.”
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